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1 . PLEASE DELIVER FOLLOWING MESSAGE FROM THE ACTING 
SECRETARY TO EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTER JOHN S. DONALDSON 
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE: 

2. BEGIN TEXT: 

DEAR MR. MINISTER: 

OUR CHARGE D'AFFAIRES IN PORT OF SPAIN HAS INFORMED ME OF 
HIS RECENT DISCUSSIONS WITH MINISTRY OFFICIALS REGARDING 
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THE UN COMMITTEE OF 24'S FORTHCOMING MEETING TO REVIEW THE 
STATUS OF PUERTO RICO. I WAS PLEASED TO LEARN THAT OUR 
TWO GOVERNMENTS AGREE THAT THE ISSUE OF PUERTO RICO'S 
RELATIONSHIP TO THE UNITED STATES SHOULD BE DETERMINED BY 
THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO THEMSELVES. AS YOU MAY KNOW, 

THE GOVERNOR OF PUERTO RICO HAS SUGGESTED THAT A STATUS 
REFERENDUM BE HELD IN PUERTO RICO FOLLOWING THE 1980 
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ELECTION, AND PRESIDENT CARTER, IN HIS JULY 25 PROCLAMATION, 

HAS PLEDGED THAT THE U.S. WOULD FULLY SUPPORT THE DECI- 
SION OF THE PUERTO RICAN PEOPLE ON THIS IMPORTANT ISSUE, 

EVEN IF THAT DECISION RESULTED IN A MODIFICATION OF PUERTO 
RICO'S PRESENT COMMONWEALTH STATUS (E.G., STATEHOOD OR 
INDEPENDENCE). 

THE COMMITTEE OF 24 IS SCHEDULED TO CONSIDER THE QUESTION 
OF PUERTO RICO ON AUGUST 28 AND, AS AT PAST SESSIONS, WE 
ARE CONCERNED THAT AN ATTEMPT WILL BE MADE TO SECURE 
APPROVAL OF A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PUERTO RICO A 
COLONY OF THE UNITED STATES. SUCH A RESOLUTION, IF 
APPROVED, WOULD FAIL TO RECOGNIZE THE DECISION TAKEN BY 
THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO IN 1952 WHEN, IN A FREE AND 
OPEN REFERENDUM, THEY ADOPTED COMMONWEALTH STATUS. THE 
PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO SUBSEQUENTLY REAFFIRMED THAT 
DECISION IN 1967, AND THE UNGA, IN A 1953 RESOLUTION, 

FORMALLY ACKNOWLEDGED THAT THE PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO HAD 
EXERCISED THEIR RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION BY THEIR 
ACCEPTANCE OF COMMONWEALTH STATUS. THUS, TODAY, THE 
PEOPLE OF PUERTO RICO ENJOY A DEMOCRATIC POLITICAL SYSTEM 
AND A POLITICAL RELATIONSHIP WITH THE UNITED STATES OF 
THEIR OWN CHOOSING. AND, AS PRESIDENT CARTER'S EIGHTIETH 
ANNIVERSARY PROCLAMATION INDICATED, THE U.S. FULLY 
RESPECTS THE RIGHT OF SELF-DETERMINATION FOR THE PEOPLE 
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OF PUERTO RICO. 

IN THE PAST, YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN A NEUTRAL POSITION 
IN THE COMMITTEE OF 24 AND ABSTAINED ON PROCEDURAL RE- 
SOLUTIONS WHICH WOULD HAVE DEFERRED ACTION BY THE 
COMMITTEE. THIS YEAR, HOWEVER, OUR REPORTS INDICATE THAT 
THE VOTE IN THE COMMITTEE OF 24 WILL BE EXTREMELY CLOSE 
AND THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT'S VOTE COULD, AS A RESULT, BE 
DECISIVE. I, THEREFORE, HOPE THAT, IN VIEW OF RECENT 
DEVELOPMENTS, THE GOVERNMENT OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO WILL 
SUPPORT A MOTION TO DEFER ACTION ON PUERTO RICO WHEN THE 
COMMITTEE OF 24 TAKES UP THE ISSUE ON AUGUST 28. 

SINCERELY, 

WARREN CHRISTOPHER 
ACTING SECRETARY 

END TEXT. 

3. PLEASE CONFIRM DELIVERY. CHRISTOPHER 
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